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Circular No: AVPPL/Marine/02/2024
Dated: 06" July 2024

To,

All Shipping Agents/Lines,

Adani Vizhinjam Port Private Limited.
Vizhinjam, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

TRADE NOTICE NO 02/2024

Advisory Circular on dense Fishing traffic and Fishing activities
in and around coast of Kerala

Dear Sirs,

Adani Vizhinjam Port Pvt Ltd (AVPPL) would like to draw attention of All Mariners and
Vessel Masters who are calling Vizhinjam International Seaport about the dense fishing traffic
and fishing activities in and around coast of Kerala, which have caused untoward incidents in
the past.

Shipping agents are hereby requested to advise all Vessel Masters who are calling Vizhinjam
International Seaport to exercise extreme caution and to take precautionary measures and
actions as per the advisory/ recommendations issued by their flag state and Merchant Shipping
Notice 07/2012 dated 07 March 2012

All relevant vessels to: -

1. Comply with the COLREG 1972.

2. Vessels to refer relevant sailing directions NP-38 (West Coast of India Pilot).

3. Maintain enhanced vigilance and watch keeping while transiting close to coast.

4, Apprise of the dense fishing traffic off the southwest coast of Kerala, and the possibility
that they may be approached by fishing boats for safeguarding their nets/lines

5. Navigate with extreme caution when approaching up to 50 nm from the Indian coast.

6. Vizhinjam Port Control is maintaining radio watch on Channel 16 and 10. Vessels

approaching or calling Vizhinjam International Seaport can contact port control in case
of any assistance required.

The above is for your information and for further circulation please.

For, Adani Vizhinjam Port Pvt Ltd.

@Ap\

Capt. Tushar Kinikar
Head Marine Services & PFSO
Adani Vizhinjam Port Pvt. Ltd.

CC: CEOQ Desk
Adani Vizhinjam Port Pvt Ltd Tel +914712772100
Port Operation Building, Fax +91 4712325 600
Mulloor, project.vizhinjam@adani.com
Thiruvananthapuram, www.adani.com
Kerala-695521 CIN: U61200GJ2015PTC083954

Registered Office:
Adani Corporate House, Shantigram, Near Vaishno Devi Circle, S. G. Highway, Khodiyar, Ahmedabad-382421
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Sub: Navigation off the Indian coast - transgressing of fishing nets -
mistaking fishing boats with pirate skiffs

1. Shipping traffic closer to western Indian coast has been observed to be
steadily increasing during recent times as merchant ships appear to prefer
planning their passage closer to Indian coast as against the straight courses
across the Arablan scas.

2. There are over 300,000 fishing boats in operations off the Indian coast.
Fishing off the coast of state of Kerala and Karnataka 1s particularly intc_na:
during post South West monsoon and extends up to 50 NM from the coastline.
Generally in these waters, FRP Fishing boats with 04-05 crew with outboard
motors operate and engage in fishing activity with long lines and purseine gear.

3. Increasing shipping traffic closer to the Indian coast causes the
merchant ships to, at times, transgress the fishing nets. On observing the
approaching merchant vessel onto their fishing nets/gear, it is common for the
fishing boats to raise alarm and to 'sail towards’ the merchant ship to attract
attention so as to avoid damage to their nets.

4, Reports are being received where merchant ships have mistaken the
fishing boats to be ‘pirate skiffs’ In one such recent incident off the coast of
West coast of India, Kerala, a merchant ship fired on the fishermen, killing two
of the fishermen. The ships security guards had assumed the innocent
fishermen to be the pirates. In addition, there has been report of another report
of firing of warning shots on Indian fishermen,
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3. in _.En-;:_!.htr cast, a merchant ship collided with a fishing boat. This
resulted in sinking of the boat and loss of life of three fishermen while é'wu:r of
the fishermen are atill missing, These unfortunate accidents have resulted i

!.]1': detention of the suspected vessels and their crew members / securi r:*ljn
;:1'ulv-rfd- In addition 1o these two instances, there have been nﬂ:il::nu:
w;:;ré:;p; E:: ;1:;;111]33 collisions of fishing vessels with merchant ships off the

. [t h:augl been reported that merchant ships are transiting very close 1o the
coasl to avoend the High Risk Area (HRA) which starts at 12 M in:;m l_hc.ln{lian
coast, When the merchant ships navigate close to the coast, they do have close
encounters with the fishermen. This interface mav resulp in either a collision
w:thl the fishing vessecls or at times merchant ahipé mistaking the fishermen to
_I:m pl-:lratm. lire upon the innocent fishermen. Such close encounters may result
;T—.'.!F,: adverse consequences for the fishing vessels as well as the merchant

7 While the ships are advised to maintain best management practices as
per t.h': Ia-:l‘-‘in:n: of IMO, while navigating in the high risk arca, it is cLﬁriﬁcd"th- t
continuing  heightened vigil of Indian Navy and Indian ::::.mat CGiuard h:
ensured that no cases of incidents of piracy have occurred in the Indian FE;
(Up-to 200 NM from the Indian coast] since June 2011, ‘

8. Therefore, all merchant vessels are advised,

a) to take note of dense fishing traflic on Indian coast, the possibility that they
may be E]-‘lpr-:'.vachﬂi by these boats for safeguarding their nets ! lines and
s:}?-;:u]d FucH m:al.-a]-r.!:: these fishing boats for ‘pirate skiffs’ or PAGs and nawi E?ti:
:;Tdh CHireme caution when approaching up-to 50 NM from the Indian -;;-:.-Jiat,

bj tumt.-akl:: f-l:-g:ni_aar_n:c of IMO Circular MSC. 171334 dated 23 Jun 2009 with
regard to appreciating sufficient prounds for suspecting the fishing vessel to be
a Pirate Action Group [PAG), -

¢l to report sightings of any suspicious eraft within Indi .
: - n Indian EEZ .
Guard on contact details mentioned under para 7 below, i Indian Cogst

9. All merchant ships are further advised to

: ) report the presence of : d
E;Erdf on huﬂrl:_! i Indian Navy (email: wnemosmb-navyianic, n: fax: +4;|-r]m§2
: alal| .fﬂlDE’J I [ndlan_cnasr Guard [ermail: mm::-w:ah:u_-:indianm:-astg:uard.nic in or
indsaravsnl.net, or legmree_mumbaiumenl, net ; 'T-E'h:tphl:r.r'u_': + 0] 23 EQEH-QUE-S

2
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24316558, Fax: +91 22 24316558, +91 22 24333727} in compliance to para
3.8 of IMO circular MSC. 1/Circ 1405/Rev.1 dated 16 Sept. 2011 and para 7.6
of Ministry of Shipping, Govt. of India Circular F. No. SR-13020/6/2009-MG
(pt) dated 29 Aug 2011,

10. This is issued with approval of Director General of Shipping.

[Capt. Harish Khat#i|
(Dy. Director General of Shipping (Tech)
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